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NEWS

La Romana Beltway Ready this December
In January, Brazilian construction giant
Odebrecht began building the La Romana
Beltway, the final link that will reduce traveling
time between Santo Domingo and Casa de
Campo by up to 25%. The new two-lane
highway will allow drivers from Santo Domingo
to circumvent the congested traffic in the city
of La Romana and bring visitors directly to the
projected new entrance of Casa de Campo right
across from the airport’s main entrance.
With a length of 13 kms, the route will end
at the La Romana Exchange, the beginning of
El Coral Highway. The bypass is scheduled
for completion in December 2012 and it will
begin 7 km (4.4 miles) from the entrance of
La Romana. The road, which will travel north
of the current route before turning eastwards,
includes several overpasses, including one for
Central Romana’s sugar trains, one at the town
of Los Mulos and a bridge over Rio Dulce.
The company is expected to begin paving the
highway in March.
The original location of the bypass was changed

Continues on page 11

McDaniel Teaching Pros
Tournament Announced
The 7th Annual McDaniel Fundraising Tennis
Teaching Pros Tournament is set to begin
at 9:00 am on Thursday, March 15th at La
Terraza Tennis Center. The championship will
conclude with the final match at 4:00 pm on
Sunday March 18th at the La Romana Country
Club followed by an awards ceremony and
reception for the players and sponsors. This
year’s honorary chairman Helen Wynne will
start the finals by serving the first ball to last
year’s champion Pedro Nolasco.
The McDaniel Tournament pits the teaching
pros of La Terraza Tennis Center against those
of La Romana Country Club for bragging
rights as to who is the best tennis player in the
resort. Defending two-time champion Pedro
Nolasco, fresh from his selection to represent
the country in the Dominican Davis Cup team
will be part of the 32-player roster competing
for the top spot. The tournament carries
RD$375,000 in prize money distributed to
all participants with the winner taking home
RD$40,000.
Continues on page 20

Odebrecht workers on the rebar bed on top of the Tower #2 of the bridge over the Chavón River.

CdC Tennis Teaching Pro Earns
Spot on DR's Davis Cup Team
For the first time ever a teaching pro tennis
player from Casa de Campo has represented
the nation in the Davis Cup tournament,
announced Emilio Vasquez, Head Pro at La
Terraza Tennis Center. Pedro Nolasco, ruling
two-time Casa de Campo tennis champ
earned the number 4 spot on the national
team after winning a round robin of 14
players held in Santo Domingo in January.
Nolasco is the son of the DR’s first Olympic
medalist, boxer Pedro Julio Nolasco.
“He’s got an incredible natural talent and
plays very smart,” said Davis Cup Team
Captain Rafael Moreno who played in Davis
Cup tournaments in five years during the late
1980s.
The tournament was held from February 1012 in Santo Domingo and although Nolasco
failed to play because of a hand injury.
“In the two weeks prior to the tournament he
was training with us 6 hours a day and it took
a toll on his hands,” commented team captain
who had a varied tennis career representing

the country, including winning the singles
gold medal in the 1986 Central American
and Caribbean Games, a type of regional
Olympics, held in Santiago.
According to Emilio Vasquez, head pro
of La Terraza Tennis Center and a former
number 3 player in the DR, “Nolasco just
has to train harder and longer to be ready for
events like this.” Although he got a late start
Continues on page 11
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to about 500 meters further
away from La Romana
since that area has already
become too urbanized.
However, there will still
be a 3 km long bottleneck
on the old highway from
Santo Domingo. This
stretch begins at the end
of the four-lane highway
from Santo Domingo,
one kilometer east of
the
Cumayasa
River
and ends at the bypass
exchange. Although no
announcement has been
made for this section, the
Dominican
government
hopes to start construction
of this stretch as soon as Rendering of the La Romana Beltway's Exchange currently under construction, located about 7 km from the town's entrance.
possible.
team,” said the spokesman. “Although large in scale the welding has to
El Coral Highway Update
be very precise and the staff has performed beautifully”.
The 70-km route that began in October 2009 is set for completion this In the meantime Odebrecht also began work on the 111-km Uvero AltoJuly. Two construction teams are currently at work, one on each end of Sabana de la Mar highway project earlier this year. Once it is completed,
the highway and they are expected to meet in mid-May. “In order to the capital will be linked to the country’s eastern resorts including Juan
complete the project as expected we are doubling shifts in the critical Dolio, Casa de Campo, Bayahibe, Bavaro, Uvero Alto and Miches, ending
areas,” said an Odebrecht spokesman. This includes the “steel box” as some 334 km later in Sabana de la Mar.
the Brazilian team leaders are calling the two 300-meter (985 feet) long Odebrecht is building several major infrastructure projects in the capital
steel structures that are being assembled on the eastern side of the bridge. and elsewhere in the country. The company employs more than 130,000
This type of bridge construction will be a first in the country. The bridge’s people in 32 countries, including almost 5,000 in the DR. The company
steel box employs a technologically advanced hydraulic system designed is headed by 42-year-old CEO Marcelo Odebrecht who is in charge of a
to push and slide the 2,000 metric ton steel structure from one side to vast portfolio of contracts ranging from a petrochemical plant in Mexico
the other through the three concrete tiers that will support the bridge.
to a submarine shipyard and soccer stadiums in Brazil, with projected
The entire process requires a delicate and precise assembly and welding gross sales of US$35 billion for 2011.
process, followed by the use of a computer control system to ease the
massive “steel box” into place. At one point the steel structure, which will
be pushed 30 cm (12 inches) at a time, will be suspended 87 meters (285
feet) in the air 35 meters (115 feet) above the ground as it approaches the
furthest concrete pillar. Once there, a nose recovery system with two jacks
Continued from page 1
will power the structure into
arriving
at age 13 as a ball boy in La Terraza, the 21-year-old Nolasco
place and continue to slide
is
now
preparing
with longer workouts for the upcoming match against
to the other side of the river.
Venezuela.
Vasquez
added that for more than 25 years Central Romana
This phase of the construction
has
been
sponsoring
the teaching pro players covering all the expenses to
is due to begin in March 5
participate
in
national
championships. “It would have been practically
and it will take weeks to push
impossible
for
us
without
the company’s help to compete at this level.”
the two structures into place.
Those playing golf, can easily For Nolasco this is a great opportunity to go beyond the CdC borders.
“My plan is to become the number one player in the country and see
see this amazing feat from the
where that takes me,” stated Nolasco.
tee of the 14th hole of the Dye
Fore golf course.
The Davis Cup was created in 1900 and is the premier team tournament
Dominican welders began in the world. The country, which is currently ranked 50th by the
building the boxes on a International Tennis Federation, beat 4-1 the 85th ranked Bolivians on
railroad line specifically built Feb. 10-12 at the Parque del Este, the former site of the 2003 PanAmerican Games in Santo Domingo East.
for the project. The boxes
were built on site over a period
Nolasco joins the number one player in the DR veteran Victor Estrella
One of the two 300 meter long 2,000
of six months. Each section
ranked 177 by the ITF, Johnson Garcia and Jose Hernández.
metric ton "box" that will be pushed
is made of 27 boxes each With the win the DR team advances to the second round of Group II of
through the air with a computarized
weighing 74 tons. “We are
the Americas against Venezuela on April 6th.
hydraulic apparatus.
very proud of our Dominican

CdC in Davis Cup
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PEOPLE IN CASA

TAMBURINI GALLERY EXHIBIT

1

6
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1 & 4. F ernando Tamburini's "Caminos Azules" exhibition in Altos de Chavón; 2. Sully Martínez and Marty & Marilyn Chattman; 3. Joseph & Haydee
Genao and Alex Aristy. 5. Sigrid Toulatos and Inge Demyttenaere; 6. Mrs & Mr. Kikito Rodríguez, Fernando & Alexis Tamburini and Martha Victoriá.
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Tennis Tournament
Continued from page 1

The event is the brainchild of long time Casa de
Campo villa owner Rick McDaniel, Chairman
of the Fundación Familia McDaniel. In just 6
years he has seen the event grow from eight
donors and RD$100,000 to last year’s record
87 sponsors and RD$1.2 million. All funds
raised by the Fundación are distributed back
to the ball boys and tennis players in the form
of the prize money, scholarships and English
lessons. In addition, shirts and baseball hats
are given to all the players and ball boys. The
other two events related to the tournament
are a thank-you luncheon for sponsors
hosted by McDaniel at his villa and the
awards ceremony and dinner at La Romana
Country Club. The board members are Pablo
Green, Stan Couldrey, Harry Moscatello, Tom
Wahl, Emilio Vásquez, Adonis Berroa, Helen
Wynne, Magdalena Garcia, Lou Gilmore and
Rick McDaniel.
The Fundación Familia McDaniel was
20
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established to support the wellbeing of the
ball boys of Casa de Campo. The Fundación
seeks to empower the ball boys and players
by giving them the tools for a better
education in order to succeed in the future.
This is achieved by granting four new full
scholarships annually that remain in place
until the children graduate from high school,
always requiring that they maintain a certain
grade average and exemplary behavior on
the courts. Currently there are 21 ball boys
in the program that covers their tuition,
books, supplies and uniforms at a private
school. The Fundación also offers four weekly
English classes for each shift to ball boys and
players of both clubs. Those that excel and
show enthusiasm are invited to an informal
conversation session at the home of their
instructor Pablo Green. During last year’s
awards ceremony part of the event included
a skit in English performed flawlessly by the
ball boys, a testament to the classes being
sponsored by the Fundación.
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As in years past, La Romana Country Club
will serve as the host for the final match and
the awards dinner for sponsors and player
with their families.
New for this year will be a doubles exhibition
pro set match by the top two tennis players
from each club, selected by Adonis Berroa
and Emilio Vazquez, tennis director of the
Country Club and La Terraza respectively.
The matchup will bring the LRCC team
represented by CdC No. 2 and 3 players
Francisco Concepción and Edwin Guerrero,
while La Terraza will bring No. 1 Pedro
Nolasco and No. 4 José Santana. The match
will take place at La Terraza on Wednesday,
March 14th at 5:00pm.
Contributions are tax deductible and can
be made payable to the Fundación Familia
McDaniel and delivered to Rick McDaniel at
El Batey 12, Tom Wahl at the Country Club or
Emilio Vásquez at La Terraza Tennis Center.
For more information, contact Tom Wahl at
La Romana Country Club ext. 8600.
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